2 . PHONEMES 

There are twenty segmental phonemes in Tombonuwo: sixteen consonants /p t k 7 b 
dgsd3mnr|rlwy/ and four vowels fiuoa/. Stress is noncontrastive. 
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2.1 Description of phonemes 

2.1.1 Consonants 

Consonants in Tombonuwo have only minimal allophonic variation. Plosives are 
always unreleased in syllable fmal positions. 

Tombonuwo does show some variation in the pronunciation of /t/ and /k/. The /t/ is 
a voiceless dental plosive which is often fronted to inter-dental position. No such 
variation occurs in the voiced counterpart /d/ which is a voiced, slightly fronted alveolar 
plosive. The /k/, on the other hand, is often articulated as a backed velar plosive. The 
voiced counterpart, however, is a normal velar plosive. Very similar variation in the 
articulation of /t/ and /k/ has been noted for other Sabah languages (e.g. Kimaragang and 
Kalabuan). 

The glottal plosive is only contrastive word finally. Only a small number of cases 
of minimal contrast between the glottal plosive and an open syllable have been found to 
date. Some of those are /raa/ *chin' vs. /raa?/ *bIood', /ko/ 'you (sg.)' vs. /ko?/ 'or', /paa/ 
'smoke rack' vs. /paa?/ 'honey', /bangku/ 'rooster's comb' vs. /bangku?/ 'bench', and 
/umawi/ 'become night' vs. /umawi?/ 'become finished'. 

In the Sugut dialect of Tombonuwo being described here, glottal plosive does not 
occur medially in root words. In dialects spoken up the tributaries of the Sugut river and 
in the Pitas district, it appears that vowel clusters across syllable boundaries do not occur. 
Rather, where the Sugut dialect has such a vowel cluster, those dialects insert a glottal 
plosive, eg. /dai/ vs. /da?i/ 'not', /taap/ vs. /ta?ap/ 'roof. In the Sugut dialect, glottal 
plosive sometimes occurs word medially when a cluster of more than two vowels occurs 
as a result of affixation, eg. /roraa/ 'maiden' vs. /kororaaVan/ 'maidens'. 

/p/ [p1 voiceless unreleased bilabial plosive; occurs word-finally: 
/taap/ ['laip*'] 'roof 
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[p] voiceless bilabial plosive; occurs elsewhere: 
/payow/ ['payAu] *deer* 

/nipon/ ['nipAn] *tooth* 

/mompanaw/ [mAm'panau] 'walk' 

N [JT voiceless unrcleased dental or interdental plosive; occurs word-finally: 
/sabat/ ['sabaf] * little bit' 

[fl voiceless dental or interdental plosive; occurs elsewhere: 
/talib/ ['talibl 'shoulder* 

Aotow/ ['lAtAu] 'shrew' 

/k/ [k^] voiceless unrcleased back velar plosive; occurs word-finally: 
/obuk/ ['AbukT 'hair' 

[k] voiceless back velar plosive; occurs elsewhere: 
/kakuiy ['kakuT}] 'lanne' 

/kogkawar)/ [kAq'kawai]] 'damar tree' 

/?/ P] glottal plosive; contrastive only word-finally: 
/raa?/ ['fa:?] *blood' 

/b/ [bl voiced unreleased bilabial plosive, occurs word-finally: 
/kayab/ ['kayab^j 'pass' 

[b] voiced bilabial plosive; occurs elsewhere: 

/bagid/ I'bagid'l 'matches' 

/gumbar)/ ['gumbar)] 'wave' 

/d/ [dT voiced unfeleased fronted alveolar plosive; occurs word-finally: 
/bagid/ ['bagidT 'matches' 

[d] voiced fronted alveolar plosive; occurs elsewhere: 
/dai/ ['dai] 'not 

/sondiar)/ tsAn'diaq] 'different' 

/g/ [gT voiced unreleased velar plosive: occurs word-finally: 
/tumoyog/ [tu'mAyAgT 'swim' 

[g] voiced velar plosive; occurs elsewhere 

/gumbar)/ ['gumbag] 'wave' 

/gagat/ ['gagajT 'cockroach' 

The voiceless alveolar central fricative /s/ varies in some speakers with the voiceless 
palato-alveolar central laminal fricative [J] before high vowels. 

/s/ [s] voiceless alveolar central fricative; varies with [J] before high vowels: 
/siap/ ['siapT - ['JiapT 'cricket' 

/asu/ ['asu] - ['afu] 'dog' 

/insan/ ['insan] 'once, first time' 

/togas/ ['jAgas] 'ironwood' 
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The voiced palato-alveolar affricate occurs only in syllable-initial position. It 
rq)resents the phonemes /ds/ and /z/ in loan words now incorporated into Tombonuwo 
from Bahasa Malaysia. 



/d3/ [d3] voiced palato-alveolaraffdcate: 
/d3umawi^/ [dsu'mawapT 
/ridsiki/ [ri*d3iki] 



/m/ [m] 



/n/ tn] 



/D/ [rj] 



hi [f ] 



N ra 



/w/ [w] 



hi [y] 



voiced bilabial nasal: 
Anaak/ ['ma-kl 

/koimbagu/ [kAim*bagu] 
/dama/ ['dama] 

/oluom/ [VluAm] 

voiced alveolar nasal: 
Imgdsl ['nag^l 

/sondiar)/ [sAn'diarj] 

/insan/ [*insan] 

voiced velar nasal: 
h^astwRl [*garan] 

/surjoy/ ['suQAi] 

/bagglcar/ [1)aggkar] 

/onsug/ ['Ansug] 

voiced alveolar flap: 
/runat/ ['nina^T 

/oratu/ [A'raju] 

/bari^w/ [*baijgkar] 

voiced alveolar lateral: 
/lolaig/ [lAlairj] 

/mogol/ i'mAgAl] 



'answer* (Malay: jawab) 

'good luck or fortune' (Malay: rezeki) 



*wild piglet' 
'again, return' 

'because' 
'soft' 



'stones* 

•diffaent' 

'once* 



name 

'water, river' 

'raft' 

'mortar (used with pestle)' 



'day* 

'fall down* 
'raft' 



'child* 
'stay* 



voiced rounded labiovelar semivowel: 

/waloy/ ['waLvi] 'house' 

Anawo/ [i'nawA] - [i'nawo] 'inner being* 

/payow/ ["payAu] 'deer* 

voiced unrounded palatal semivowel; occurs word-medially and word-finally: 
/yoyamu/ [yAVamu] 'squirrel' 

/kusoy/ [*kusAi] 'male* 



2A.2 Vowels 

Tombonuwo has a 4-vowel system ^ a o u/ similar to some Dusunic languages in 
Sabah. The only significant allophonic variation in vowels occurs with the phoneme /o/ 
which varies from a lower-mid central unrounded vowel [a], to a mid centr^ unrounded 
[d], to a mid back unr6unded [y], to a lower-mid back slightly rounded [o]. 
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N [i] 



/u/ [u] 



/o/ [A] 



/a/ [a] 



high front unrounded vowel: 
/insan/ ['insan] 

/Uti?/ ['jiji?] 

/punti/ ['punjij 

high back rounded vowel: 
^ud/ ['u:dT 

/onsui)/ ['Ansug] 

/aku/ ['aku] 



once 

*taeast' 

'banana' 



'interior' 

'mortar (used with pestle)' 

T 



low«"-mid central unrounded vowel: 

/nosiro/ [no'sifA] *they' 

^oimbagu/ [koim*bagu] - [kAim*bagu] 'again, return' 

[i'nawY] - [i'nawa] 'inner being' 



^nawo/ 



low central unrounded vowel: 
/lolaig/ [Lvlaiq] 

/omutan/ [A*mutan] 

/sisuna/ [si'suna] 



'child' 

'place to heat water' 

'just now* 



TTie phonemes /o/ and /a/ arc neutralized as [a] in pre-stressed position within a word 
/komibagu/ [IfAimljagu] 'again, return' 
/amutan/ [A'mi^an] 'place to heat water' (root: /amut/) 



2.2 ] 


Phoneme contrast 
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/p/ vs 


• N 


/pagkaw/ 


'spear' 

'house platform' 


/b/ vs. 


Iml 


/buyu?/ 
/muyu/ 


'betel nut' 
'you (pi)' 


/m/ vs. 


M 


/mayo/ 
/wayo/ 


'big' 
'crocodile' 


/b/ vs. 


M 


/bakat/ 


'scar' 






/v/akat/ 


'underground roots' 


/t/ vs. 


161 


/tuuy/ 
/duuy/ 


'here' 
'there' 


AV vs. 


M 


/dai/ 
/hai/ 


'not' 
'there' 


/d/ vs. 


M 


/dai/ 
/oiaay/ 


'not' 
'bad' 
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